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By ROBERT.J. DONOVAN .
Los Angeles Times Service

WASHINGTON — The Church comt
mittee’s report on the CIA’s involve- -,
ment in assassination plans, is,

- among other things, a monument to

. creating the CIA 28 years ago.

the miscarriage of a famous law

The main cause of the miscarriage

“was the Cold War and the feeling it

engendered that the end of ackieving

security against the supposed Soviet. -’
threat justified the meazns. Coxtribut-

ing factors were quirks in the jaw it-
self, which came about lomgz ago
through coincidence. S

Act of 1947, the principai purpose of
which was not to creats 32 CIA but

. to achieve. the so-calia¢ uni®ization of

the armed services. Tz2 74 was in-

" cidental to the larger gsai of co-ordi-

. Even_ so, ‘members of

nating military poiicy zzd forcign -

policy. . - S

the 80th
Congress who voted for tha act went
out of their way to try-ts zail.down
the limits of the CIA’s autherity, and
some of those old tigess wouid have
been astounded at the taings the CIA
has done at home and abroad since

the legislation cleared Congress and’

was signcd by President Truman
July 26, 1947. o

Incredible as later events were to
be, however, a re-reading of the 1947

hearings almost suggests that the .

. legislators of a generation ago in-

stinctively feared that the CIA might °

get intd just such things as domestic
wiretapping, outfitting E.” Howard

* Hunt Jr. with equipment for breaking

into the cffice of Daniel Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist, preparing psychological
proiiles on Ellsberg and subsidizing
business, labor, church and student

CIA
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. groups through a-maze of founda-
. tions. : ’ ’ o
(Congress (ried to legislate limits
simply because it was nervous about
creating for the first time in Ameri-
can history a huge peacetime intelli-
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-an agency in a-democracy posed !

" gence establishment, The rol¢ of such ‘
|

- questions, and it catches the eye how i
"worried refereace to the Gestapo ;
- kept creeping into the. hearings on
" the bill. oo .
Rep. Clarence J. Brown (R., Ohio) -
"said that while he wanted the country

‘to have the finest intelligence ser-

vice, he did not wish the Presiderit—-

.. ... . any President—*to have a Gestapo of
The law-is the Natisnai Security

his own.”. He inquircd.at a hcaring |
whether the proposed CIA “might
. possibly affect the tights and privi- !
leges of the people of- the, United !
 States.” _ v
.-~ “No sir,” replied Gen. Hoyt S. Van-
denberg, director of Central Intelli-

» gence under a previous interim intel-;
-ligence establishment..*'T do not thinki ._

there is anything in the bill, since it
Tis all foreign intelligence; that can
. possibly affect any of the privileges
. of the people of thé United States.” .

- .Rep. Henderson Lanhaim (D., Ga.)

asked another Witness, Vanncvar
. Bush, whether there-was danger that

the CIA would “‘bscome a Gestapo or
- anything of that sort?”. . .

“I think there is. no danger of
that,” replicd Dr. Bush as chale-
man of the Joint Research.and 1le-
." velopment Board. §'The bill provides

clearly that (the CIA) is.not con-
“€erned with intelligence on internal -

affairs, and I think ‘that is a safe-
‘guard against jts becoming ari em-
* pire. We already have, of course, the

FBI in this couniry concerncd with

internal matters...” -
- James V, Forrestal, then secretdry’

of the Navy, assured a Heuse com- -
mittec: “The purposes of the Central:
-Intelligence (Agency) are limitedi
definitcly to purposes outside of this:
couatry, except the .collation of infor-
. matien gathered by other .govern-,
ment agencics.'’ . !
- “Collation” was a clue to under-
- standing what was being asked of
Congrens. The CIA was to be ~n ci-
ganizatlon for centraily gathering
‘and co-ovdinating Infermation. The
_CIA was to collezt, evaluate, esti-
cmate, o he e ]
»Truman's CIA proposal was bare of
any details on the duties of the pro-
posed CIA and simply provided for
the - transfer to it of the functious,’
personnel, property and records of
the Central Intelligcnce Group. When
the House took up .the question, how-

continyed
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